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         In 1 Corinthians 16:13-14, the 
Apostle Paul encourages the people 
of Corinth, Greece, with these 
words: 
 

“Be vigilant, stay firm in the FAITH, 
be brave and strong. Let everything 

you do be done in love.” 
 

         Paul sent these written words 
because he knew that he wasn’t 
going to be able to visit them right 
away, and that Timothy had not yet 
been there to encourage them. 
Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 16:13-
14 urges them to be on guard and 
stand firm in the faith, likely against 
false teachers. He had previously 
made it clear that the Corinthians’ 
faith in Christ would face opposition 
from some people around them, and 
now he tells them that they must 
stand firm in their faith with 
strength and courage – but also do 
everything in love. 
 

         Paul’s words to the Corinthians, 
written nearly 2,000 years ago (and 
about 50 years after Jesus’ earthly 
ministry), are words that we can 
take to heart today: “Be vigilant, 
stay firm in the faith, be brave and 
strong. Let everything you do be 
done in love.” 
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A Genuine, Alive Commitment to Christ 
 

 
 

When you hear the words 
“dedication” or “loyalty,” what 
comes to mind? Does the 
concept of commitment ever 
seem frightening to you? From 
careers to relationships, the 
lack of commitment in our 
culture is everywhere. The 
concept has affected the heart 
of the church as well. 
 
The term “Christian” is 
supposed to refer to someone who lives their life “following Christ.” Yet, 
if you look at the church today, many believers only follow Christ when 
it is convenient and/or easy for them. True commitment to Christ 
involves a determination to follow Him all the time, no matter what! 
 

What does the Bible say? 
 

Note what the Bible says hinders our commitment to Christ: 
 

 John 12:42-43 – a desire to please people over God. 
 Hebrews 2:1 – being distracted, which causes us to drift away. 

 

Note what the Bible says helps our commitment to Christ: 
 

 Deuteronomy 6:5 – a love for god that consumes our whole 
existence. 

 Psalm 51:10 – a desire and passion to live godly lives. 
 John 6:66-68 – a focus on Christ who has the words of life. 
 Ecclesiastes 9:10 – making the most of the time we have on 

earth. 
 

What should I do? 
 

A commitment to Christ is about living for God no matter the cost! It is a 
willingness to make necessary changes in your private and social life and 
a willingness to be bold and take a stand for truth. A committed 
Christian realizes that any other pursuit in life falls short of the joy that 
comes with living wholeheartedly for God (Philippians 3:8)! 
 

Does the level of commitment you have 
to God need improvement? 


